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Hunting for a place to hunt is Job One for dove hunters

EasyWriter

By Frank Galusha

Despite all the hoopla about the opening of
the season on Wednesday, it’s easier to find hen’s
teeth than a good open-to-the-public dove hunting
spot that holds birds. | spoke with half a dozen
locals in various areas on Friday and the news
wasn’t all that great.

Worse yet, the storm system heading our way
was putting a damper on the little bit of enthusi-
asm | did find. Temperatures were expected to be
15-20 degrees below normal! That’s how fast it
can change here. A week ago, temps n Redding
hovered around 112°F.

Let’s start in eastern Lassen County and go
counterclockwise. Val Aubrey at EagleLakeFish-
ing.net said there are some birds in the area but
there was also rain and a “freeze” warning out.
That means temperatures in the low forties or

Here | have good luck near thistles, so this might be the
tip you’re looking for if you are planning to go hunting
during the first half of the season.

Jon Hays at the Westside Outdoorsman in Willows
was less optimistic. “I’m not hearing a lot of good news
from the guys around here and I think this storm coming
in will change things for the worse. That’s too bad be-
cause a mid-week opener can make for a more enjoyable
hunt without the crowds,” Hays said.

Going east from Willows | spoke with Daniel Vaca
at Kittle’s Outdoors in Colusa. “We’ve got a good num-
ber of birds here, including places within the Sacramento
River Wildlife Refuge that are accessible by water or
land. Opening day hunters should do well,” Vaca said.
“Anyplace that has safflowers should be good as well.”

The problem in this area is lack of public land. The
hunter has to know someone or belong to a club in or-
der to shoot over good cover and seed crops. Pat Kittle,
owner of the shop, suggested contacting the Rolling
Hills Casino Hunt Club, Riverbend Guide Service or

worse, more than enough to drive the birds away.

This is typical for all parts of California. Even though
we may have experienced searing heat a week before, it’s
common for rain or cold weather to arrive before Septem-
ber 1. It happens from Yuma all the way to Fort Bidwell.
The birds were already scattered there last week. Now
they’re on the move for sure but the question is: To where?

The northeastern corner really got cheated this year.
Winter was long and spring was relatively cool and wet.
Now summer may be short and fall may come up a cropper
as well.

Just 100 miles away the Upper Klamath Basin got
missed by the rain storms but still went through a cool
spring and short summer. | spoke with Jim Szemenyei of
Wild Times Guide Service in Tulelake. “Everything is dry,”
he told me, “and | haven’t seen that many birds. I still have
to scout around myself.”

Szemenyei did throw out a bit of good news. Farmers in
the basin put out a lot of barley this year to keep their fields
from blowing away. Despite the water shortage, the farm-
ers got just enough to make their seeds sprout and grow.
“We’ve got grain all over the place including on the leased
lands in the refuge,” he said.

That bodes well for waterfowl field hunting as well as
for the pheasants come October. “We’ve got lots of water-

fowl right now and some white-fronts came in today. All
we need is a bit of water to turn this into a good waterfowl
season,” he added.

No information was available for dove hunt possibilities
in the rest of Siskiyou County. Trinity County is simply not
dove country.

Dropping down into Lake County, the prospects are bet-
ter. Bob Rider of Lakeshore Bait and Tackle in Clearlake
says he’s been seeing lots of birds. He recommended the
Knoxville area, which holds 17,000 acres of open BLM
Land and the huge Cache Creek to Indian Valley area for
the unattached hunter. “All you have to do is take I-5 to
Highway 20, turn left at Highway 16 and you’re in good
dove habitat,” Rider said.

This was confirmed by Larry Ames, Park Ranger with
the BLM in Ukiah. “The Cache Creek Natural Area in-
cludes about 70,000 acres of open territory if you include all
the federal, state and county lands,” Ames said. “We’ve got
rolling oak woodland in that area that gives the birds plenty
of cover. Water is plentiful and there is some food.”

| asked if the area had thistle or sunflowers. “I’ve seen
some in the riparian areas, including plenty of Yellow Star
Thistle,” Ames said. That’s good | thought. In southern Cal-
ifornia and Arizona | always had good luck near sunflowers.

COW CREEK CORRAL continued from page 14

Stromer Realty in Yuba City. “Realtors may know of ag
land that’s open or available on a fee basis,” Kittle said.

I called Stromer’s and spoke with Pat Laughlin. He said
he knew of no land owner that was openly seeking hunters
in the area. That means you’ll have to do your own investi-
gating. You still have time to go from farmyard to farmyard
before the season opens and make arrangements to hunt
croplands. And farmers are often more open to shot gunners
than they are to those packing rifles in pursuit of big game.

To complete the loop I spoke with Ken Hall at Fall River
Outfitters. “I’m not seeing any birds here,” he told me. “I
don’t think it’s worth the trip.”

Where would | go? I’d try the Sacramento River Wildlife
Refuge, the Cache Creek area or farmland near Colusa and
I wouldn’t be hesitant to try it after the opener. Doves may
be on the move into new areas but the ones that leave are
replaced by birds from somewhere else. After opening day
the birds get low and stay low. You have to force them out
of cover. Successful dove hunters are the ones who scout.

If you see one bird there’s probably a limit waiting for you
somewhere in the immediate vicinity.

EasyWriter’s columns are copyright protected and pub-
lished exclusively on the Internet by the author. Unauthor-
ized use will be prosecuted.

Katina Baker heads for home on her horse Pita in the Poles Il class at the gymkhana put on by
the Shasta Cascade Riders on Aug. 29, 2010 at Bobby Jones Arena in Cottonwood.

(The Shasta Cascade Riders were not able to furnish us with the list of high point winners by
press time. Look for them in the Sept. 16 issue.)
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Kristi Burzynski rides her horse Bizkit through the Poles Il course at the Shasta Cascade Riders
Gymkhana at Bobby Jones Arena on Aug. 29, 2010. Photos by Sharyn Cornelius

Run for the Gold Jamboree
just around the corner
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Se;rving your need for feed since 1963
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Region 18 of the Califor-
nia State Horsemen’s Asso-
( ciation will present its 2010

“Run for the Gold” Jamboree
Gymkhana on Sept. 4 and 5 at

Bobby Jones Arena in Cotton-
wood. Weekend high point
and daily cash prizes will be
awarded for first through fifth
place in Divisions 1-7 and

Open. There will be special
awards for Lead Line and
Pee Wee riders. Last year’s
competitors galloped away
with over $2500 in cash and
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- A\sk about our Big Raffle on Sunday

T Mon-sat &:30am -6pm 55020 Old 44 Drive, Palo Cedro 547-3216
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prizes.

The gymkhana will in-
clude five events each day—
four rating events and one
just for fun. Cost is $15.00
per event or $85.00 for the
weekend. Those who register
by Aug. 27 can save $10 off
the weekend price. Sign-ups
begin at 7:00 a.m. each day
with the first ride set for 9:30
a.m.

The snack bar will be open
each day and dinner is avail-
able for purchase on Saturday
night. Camping is permitted
on the show grounds, but no
showers are available.



